
MANUALS
HANDLEIDINGEN
ᲡᲐᲮᲔᲚᲛᲫᲦᲕᲐᲜᲔᲚᲝᲔᲑᲘ

TBILISI STATE ACADEMY OF ARTS
SINT-LUCAS ANTWERPEN



As a bridge between the workshops in Antwerp 
and Tbilisi, we would like to propose the creation 
of a joint publication and, potentially, an accom-
panying exhibition. This project, titled Manuals, 
offers a fresh and playful approach to the tradi-
tional user’s guide. The idea is to bring together 
instructions that range from practical and func-
tional to whimsical and even absurd, with the goal 
of fostering a richer, more reflective life while pro-
viding an insight in our respective communities 
and dreams.

From everyday subjects such as weaving or print-
ing techniques, to more unconventional topics 
like tips and tricks from the kitchen, manuals for 
safe protesting, or living off the grid – we welcome 
contributions that present both useful knowledge 
and fresh ideas. The project is open to all forms 
of knowledge sharing, from practical information 
to abstract or humorous approaches. No topic is 
too small or too large, as long as it sparks the im-
agination. Our ongoing collection of manuals will 
sit between an Ikea user’s guide and Carelman’s 
legendary booklets of unfindable ideas1.

The goal is to create a publication that, drawing 
from the wealth of craftsmanship and knowl-
edge present in our shared workshops, utilizes 
the visual and content style of a traditional user 
manual, both adopting and intentionally subvert-
ing it. This approach allows for a deeper message 
to emerge beyond mere practical instructions. 
Through these ‘manuals’, we share useful infor-
mation from our respective workshops while si-
multaneously offering an inspiring and poetic ap-
proach to the material.

The publication will take a hybrid form, incorporat-
ing both written and visual contributions, and will 
be well-suited for both print and digital formats. 
This makes it possible to distribute the eventual 

1 see annex i

book physically while also making it accessible 
online to a broad audience. The flexible setup al-
lows participants the freedom to experiment with 
various forms of expression, from text and pho-
tography, illustrations and graphic design2 to ab-
stract imagery and installations.

Furthermore, this project creates space for a cer-
tain level of subversiveness, an element particu-
larly relevant in these times of social unrest. By 
employing an ostensibly business-like approach 
(the manual), participants can present ideas in a 
more critical, sometimes even ironic manner3 – an 
invitation for the audience to think outside the 
box.

The way in which the work comes together pro-
vides ample room for collaboration and dialogue. 
The project can be realized collectively in a physi-
cal space, but also in more fragmented forms such 
as cadavre exquis or mail art. This means that the 
contributions from participants can evolve in var-
ious stages of the process, with room for further 
additions or reinterpretations of each other’s ide-
as. This open and flexible setup fosters a dynam-
ic and creative process, where each contribution 
impacts the whole, and the work is continuously 
developing.

In addition to the publication, we are consider-
ing an exhibition that presents the manuals in a 
visual and interactive way. This exhibition could 
take various forms, from traditional print formats 
to digital presentations, or even live demonstra-
tions of the techniques described in the manuals. 
By combining the visual and practical aspects of 
the project, we aim to create an additional layer 
of experience that not only informs the audience 
but also challenges them to actively explore and 
apply the content.

2 see annex ii

3 see annex iii
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